Students ask questions during speed-rounds

BY KIRK DOUGAL
Times Bulletin Editor

kdnggnl@l'r’nﬂﬂm! efin. cerm

Adulis sal with the students dround tibles in
the library, the rise and fall of voices filling the
room. The media resources person behind the
counier listened and did nol say “Shhh”” once.

It was the “S-Minute Vocation Acceleration
Experience™ at Parkway High School on Friday
afternoon and business people from all walks of
life volunteered their time to 2o to the school
and talk with the students aboul their careers.
The: event was sponsored by the Rockford
Chamber of Commerce and utilized the speed-
dating format whele roups of one to theee
students sal with the local professionals for
eight-minute sessions before they moved to the
nextlable. .

A normal job fair 18 crowded and students
group. up and tend to be shy about asking
questions and learning”” swid Twyla Haves,
cragtor of the event and owner of Brand It
Design. “This will give them personal atention
and provide an environmenl conducive o
learning and networking.”

Careers spanning 125 representstives in
eleven different fields were available for the
students to choose. These included aris,
agriculturedwildlifefconsruction trades;
business/financial, communication, education,
government. heallh, protechive services,
persanal ears services. self-improvement, and
technical vocations.

Though not designed help students choose a
caree! with no previous interest, the formar did
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Farkway students talk with professionals from the communication field in the
library during the “8-Minute Vocation Acceleration Experience on Friday. Students
had the opportunity to ask questions of 125 professionals in 11 different fields .

about their careers.

allow them to ask specific guestions to help
them betier understand what the caresr would
entail. Some examples included: "Whal is your
rypical day?” and What do vou like/dislike the
mast about your job?” Gthers wanled (o know if
the professionals would choose the same carear

again if they had to start all over,

“This iz a learming cxperience for our
students” said Mickey McoConahay, Parkoaay
cuidance counselor. “They can usé the time a5 a
Job interview or just to gather informanion and
learn whart careers are availabla™



